
 
 

 

Pastoral Letter 2021 / 1 
 

ON THE FEATURES AND FEAST DAYS 

OF SANTUARIO DIOCESANO DE LA SAGRADA FAMILIA 

(TALA, ORANI, BATAAN) 

 

“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty? 

My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD;  

My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.” (Psalm 84: 1-2) 

  

  

A. Features and Facts about the Shrine 

  

 Borne out of humble beginning, with a simple rite of ground breaking on 

December 9, 2019, in one of the forest areas of Tala, Orani, Bataan that was acquired by 

former Secretary of National Defense Norberto B. Gonzales and his family, now 

majestically has risen, the Diocesan Shrine of the Holy Family (Santuario Diocesano de 

la Sagrada Familia). After monthly meetings since June 2020, our Bishop, Most 

Rev. Ruperto C. Santos, D.D., Bishop of Balanga and the designated Bishop’s Council- Fr. 

Josue Enero- Vicar General; Fr. Antonio Quintos, Jr.- Oeconomus; Fr. Percival Medina- 

Chancellor; local priests of St. Josephine Bakhita Parish- Fr. Zaldy Camposo, Fdcc, parish 

priest and Fr. Antonio Germano, Fdcc,assistan parish priest; with Sec. Norberto B. 

Gonzales, his daughter- Atty. Marie Gonzales Molina,  the Gonzales family and staff, 

have formulated plans and programs for the construction of the 1.7 hectare Shrine. The 

entire mountainous part of 500 hectares has been purchased.  

  

 The construction in progress consists of triple images of the Holy Family, namely, 

(1) Blessed Virgin Mary - the replica image of Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario del Pueblo 

de Orani; (2) Jesus Christ - replica image of Santo Nino de Cebu and (3) St. Joseph - the 

replica image of St. Joseph, husband of Mary, patron saint of Balanga, and patronal saint 

of the Diocese. 

  



 
 

 

 As result of prayers and reflections during this Covid 19 Pandemic and frequent 

dialogues between the Bishop’s Council and the Gonzales family, the following 

characters and features of the shrine evolved: 

  

(1) Rosary Walk and Santuario de la Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario –This path consists 

of a walk through the Mysteries of the Rosary, Joy, Sorrows, Light, and Glory with “baby-

steps” concrete pathways descending to a 30 meter slope of the ravine where the 

Virgen Milagrosa is now enthroned on an altar with acrylic canopy that is adorned by an 

image of St. Gabriel and enclosed by glass walls. At the present time, an elevator is being 

installed.  Plans include “icons” or rellebes to be embedded on the earth walls of the 

pathways. 

  

(2) The Well-springs and Santuario del Santo Niño de Cebu – In the ravines, staircases 

are being constructed that will descend into the riverbank. At the cave of a spring water, 

to be constructed patterned after the Santo Niño de Cebu, we will see another shrine 

which will be known as Santuario del Santo Niño de Bataan. The Santuario Diocesano de 

la Sagrada Familia in Tala, Orani, Bataan will, therefore, serve as our gift to the 

Philippine Church, to mark the 500 years (Quincentenary) of Christianity 

in the Philippines (1521-2021). 

 

(3) The Top-Hill and Santuario del San Jose – The upper hill is reserved for the 

residences, green houses that will propagate local plants, accommodation sites, religious 

stores,  souvenir shops, and eateries. Another Shrine will be constructed with the image 

of St. Joseph, Protector of the Church; and the titular Patron of the Diocese of Balanga. It 

will be the exact replica image of St. Joseph de Balanga, in the Cathedral Shine, Balanga 

City, Bataan.  

  

(4) The Way of the Cross and “Dungaw” Looking Over Jesus Christ on the Cross – 

Located on the other side of the hills is the Palili Mountain where a temporary 

wooden (bamboo) cross was installed and lighted on the Feast of Christ the King. 

The Holy Eucharist was celebrated on November 21, 2020, presided by Msgr. 

Julien Kabore, Charge the Affairs of the Nunciature with the Bishop, Vicariate clergy, the 

local community, and certain government officials. Eventually, the other route from the 

other side of the hills will be the Stations of the Cross, ending up with the image of Jesus 

Christ, the Redeemer. Finally, the two sites of the Santuario dela Milagrosa del Rosario, 



 
 

 

and Santuario del Jesu-Cristo, called “Dungaw” will be joined together by a hanging 

bridge and/or cable cars in the future.  

  

(5) The Plaza with Fountain and View Deck - The construction of Plaza del San 

Norberto, which is in progress, includes balusters, a central fountain, and proposed 

Jubilee doors. There is an upper view deck overlooking the horizon of Manila 

Bay, Roxas Boulevard and Mall of Asia with a cafeteria on the side corner. This is the 

receiving area that will be augmented by mosaic marbles. Icons will be slated to foretell 

the history and life of the Sagrada Familia, and Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario of Orani. 

The pathways in this area are integrated with coconut trees and other plantation that 

were retained or preserved to sustain ecology.  

  

(6) Casa del Clero- The Gonzales family with their generosity will build the House of 

Priests and dedicate one room for the Apostolic Nuncio to the Philippines as a gesture of 

love and support for the Clergy of the Diocese and to the representative/ambassador of 

the Pope, respectively. This will be the venue for their retreat, updating, R and R (Rest 

and Recreation) and other Clergy functions. A chapel dedicated to workers and specially 

then laborers who constructed the Santuario Diocesano de la Sagrada Famiglia in Tala 

will be known as Capella Gesu’ Seminatore.  

 

(7) Youth Convention Center in Santa Rosa Mountain - Tala has served as venue for 

numerous youth camps. It will host the Annual Youth Pilgrimage, which began on 

November 28, 2020, the first Sunday of Advent.  From the Roman Highway, a 

15 kilometer walk to the Santuario towards Santa Rosa Mountain is accessible for the 

youth to hike and to climb the winding roads. The celebration will be stay-in and 

overnight through the following day with rosaries, animation, talks, sharing, Holy 

Eucharist and other youth-related activities. This will be called Convegno y Arena Ad 

Seminandum (CASA) 

  

(8) Eco-Shrine and Religious Tourism - The Covid-19 Pandemic is not yet over. Aside 

from government protocols and Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) guidelines, we, as a 

Church clamor for our spiritual reservoirs of faith, recovery and healing. 

The Santuario  del Sagrada Familia is a God-given Shrine  and profoundly relevant 

during this age of pandemic. It is also an environment/ecology friendly shrine. No trees 

were destroyed or cut down to pave the way for the construction. This will also be the 

greenhouse and seed bed of the flora of the locality. Those who visited and pay homage 



 
 

 

to our Blessed Mother, our Virgen Milagrosa, are spiritually renewed and consoled. They 

go back home hopeful and at peace.  

 

(9) At the Service of the Parish of St. Bakhita and Center for Migrant Families 

- The Santuario del Sagrada Familia will be managed under the services and custody of 

the priests assigned in the parish of St. Bakhita in Tala. Since the patron saint, St. 

Josephine Margaret Bakhita, Fdcc was a migrant herself, a Sudanese-Italian Canossian 

religious sister who lived in Italy for 45 years, after having been a slave in Sudan. Tala 

parish and the Shrine altogether shall also be known as the Center for Migrant Families. 

.  

(10) Gratitude to Secretary Norberto B. Gonzales and Family- 

The Santuario Diocesano dela Sagrada Familia is not accidental nor an outcome of 

chance. It is a fruitful endeavor of devotions, faith, sacrifices and sufferings to construct 

a Diocesan Shrine. We are deeply engaged to hold and anchor onto our worship, 

teachings and practices of priestly, kingly and prophetic roles of being the Church. They 

are graces for us to bring employment and daily wages for the local citizens of Tala and 

the neighboring barrios. With grateful hearts and praises to God, Tala has been 

miraculously protected against Covid-19 without a single case.   

  

 Since Advent of 2020, religious activities and sacraments have been delivered well 

by the Bishop and the Clergy, which highlighted the lighting of the Advent 

trees, Simbang Gabi and Christmas Celebrations.  Masses by the local priests were 

established. A throng of people in the thousands continually come to the Santuario. Due 

to the nature of work and construction in progress, the Santuario can only be opened to 

pilgrims during weekends, until full completion of the Shrine. 

  

 Donations coming in from the pilgrims to the Shrine will be turned over to the 

Parish. Later on, Foundations can be established in the service of the Diocese. Income 

generating projects can be established like food chain, local products and souvenirs from 

Tala. This is to insure the sustainability, repairs and maintenance of the Shrine, the local 

parish, the economy of the local community, and further enhance the pastoral and 

missionary activities of the Diocese.  

  

 In this light, religious and shrine activities must be created and animated to sustain 

the nourishment and richness of the unfolding reality of God in our midst. Catholic 



 
 

 

devotions must be enhanced through the mysteries of the rosaries, recollections and 

retreats, daily reception of the Holy Eucharist and other Catholic traditions.  

 

B. Establishment of Fiestas 

  

To achieve our goal of faith nourishment and enhancements of pilgrimages, we are now 

publicly and definitely declaring the establishment of the feast days of 

the Santuario Diocesano de la Sagrada Familia, herein below: 

  

(1) Feast of Santo Niño - Every third Sunday of January will commemorate and 

highlight the history and the beginning of Christianity in the Philippines; the Feast day 

of Children, which can be considered as the Second Christmas in our country, the 

Philippines; 

  

(2) Feast of Saint Joseph, the Worker - In order to place the feast of St. Joseph, which is 

not in proximity to the feast day in Balanga and other parishes, the Bishop held it 

necessary to celebrate it on May 1, Labor day and will be dedicated to the construction 

workers of the Shrine.  

  

(3) Feast Day of Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario - In the catholic calendar, the feast day of 

our Lady of the Rosary is October 7th, in thanksgiving for the victory of Lepanto. The 

whole month of October is also called the Holy Rosary month. 

  

(4) Feast of the Holy Family ( Sagrada Familia) -  Sunday after the Epiphany each 

year, following the Birth of Our Lord (Christmas). This is the overall fiesta of the three 

members of the Holy Family, St. Joseph, Blessed Virgin Mary, and the Son, Jesus Christ, 

as indicated and prescribed by the Ordo. 

 

 The timetable for such fiestas consists of Recitation of the Rosaries at 5:00 PM, and 

Eucharistic Celebration follows by 5:30 PM. It will not be in conflicts with the other Parish 

fiestas in the Diocese: Santo Niňo of Alas-asin; St. Joseph, the Worker of Cabcaben; Holy 

Rosary of Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario College Seminary; and Sagrada Familia of Balsik, 

whose fiestas are always celebrated with the Eucharistic celebrations in the morning.  

  

 

 



 
 

 

C. Other Diocesan Religious Activities in relation to the Covid-19 Pandemic 

  

 Since the Holy Father Pope Francis has declared this calendar year 

2021, as the “Year of St. Joseph,” we thought of using every 19th of the month to set 

religious activities or organize worthwhile and safe gatherings in the entire Diocese of 

Balanga. During this pandemic, we will celebrate the Holy Eucharist as thanksgiving for 

the front liner sectors who risk their lives serving the people. This January 19, 2021, Tala 

Santuario Diocesano dela Sagrada Familia is the host for the Medical Doctors 

and Staff. Other parishes, pilgrimage centers, and shrines in the Diocese can be the hosts 

for other front liners such as the PNP Chiefs of Police; Barangay Captains; Government 

Officials, etc.  The scheme of the celebration will be 5:00 PM - Recitation of the Holy 

Rosary; 5:30 PM- Holy Eucharist; and 7:00 PM - Dinner and Sharing/Testimony.  

 

D.  Liturgical Celebration in the Shrine- Since the main parish is St. Josephine 

Bakhita, we will rely on their religious activities in consonant with the Ordo- the ways it 

should be done. The Santuario religious celebrations will be patterned with the Parish 

activities, Liturgical Commission of the Diocese and as recommended by the CBCP for 

such yearly celebrations of the seasons of Lent, Holy Week; Triduum for the Paschal 

celebration; Easter season; Ordinary time;  Christ the King; Advent; Christmas season, 

and other feasts and solemnities.  

 

E. The Celebrations in Preparation towards Consecration and Solemn Declaration 

of the Santuario Diocesano de la Sagrada Familia 

  

 In the occasion of the 500th year of Christianity in our country, let us celebrate in 

faith as a Church, in this Diocese, the following religious activities: 

 

(1) March 17, 2021(Wednesday) - The First Holy Communion of Children at St. 

Josephine Bakhita Parish Church in Tala, Orani   

 

(2)  March 19, 2021(Friday) – The Confirmation of the young/youth in Bangkal, St. 

Thomas Parish Church or Convenient place; and 

 

(3) March 21, 2021 (Sunday)- The Solemn Consecration and Declaration of 

the Santuario Diocesano de la Sagrada Familia.  The Nuncio,  Archbishop Charles John 

Brown will be invited to preside, together with the Bishop, Most Rev. Ruperto C. Santos, 



 
 

 

the Clergy of  Balanga, other guests priests;  the Gonzales family, friends and relatives, 

government dignitaries, the local church  communities, other parish and 

sectoral representatives.  

 

 With this consolidation of features and facts highlighting the religious activities 

and the establishments of Fiestas of the Santuario Diocesano de la Sagrada Familia, let us 

now therefore celebrate with joy the goodness of the Lord, Amen!  
 

  

 

Most Rev. Ruperto Cruz Santos, DD, STL 
Bishop of Balanga and CBCP Episcopal Chairman  

on Pontificio Collegio Filippino in Rome 

 

 

 

17 January 2021 

Feast of Sto. Niño 

 

 

 


